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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Detailed Action 

Examiner's amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Vincent T. Pace on December 27, 2004. 

The Examiner initiated an Interview with the Applicant in order to clarify the allowable 
material of the invention in claims 10 and 1 1, in order that the application could be allowed. 
Claims 10 and 1 1 are amended as follows: 

In claim 10, line 2: "tube having a" has been changed to --tube having an interior-. 

In claim 1 1, on lines 2 and 9: "tube having a" has been changed to -tube having 
an interior-. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to the independent claims 1 and 11, prior art fails to disclose or make 
obvious, in combination with the other recited features of the claim limitations, an ion mobility 
mass spectrometer which utilizes a glass member having a tubular shape, with an interior 
conductive surface, and having an interior space defining an ion drift region; means for injecting 
a sample material into the ion drift region, means for ionizing the sample material inside the ion 
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drift region; and means for generating an electric field within the ion drift region, whereby an ion 
of the sample material is accelerated through the ion drift region toward an ion detector. The 
allowable aspect of this invention is the simple use of a tubular glass member with an interior 
conductive surface defining an ion drift region for an ion mobility mass spectrometer. 

The dependent claims 2-10 and 19-20; and 12-18 are allowable by virtue of their 
dependence upon the independent claims 1 and 11, respectively. 

Drawings 

4. New corrected formal drawings are required in this application because the submitted 
drawings are informal containing hand marked notation and labeling. Applicant is advised to 
employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Both Eiceman et al. (4,777,363) and Campbell et al. (5,021,654) disclose an ion 
mobility mass spectrometer having a shutter grid defining a reaction region and drift chamber. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nikita Wells whose telephone number is (571) 272-2484. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, John R. Lee can be reached on (571) 272- 
2477. The central fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be. obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for. published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Nikita Wells, Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2881 
December 27, 2004 



